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May 17, 2020 – Sixth Sunday of Easter

Music
Welcome to Virtual Worship          
Prelude
Call to Worship
     (Written by Lynn Bujnak - scripture references: John 14:18a, II Cor. 5:7, Isaiah 43:5 NRSV) 
     (Eastertide Service 2020,  A worship service created by the Council of Conference Ministers  
        of the United Church of Christ)
One: When we feel isolated and alone, O God, you word comes to us: 
All:   I will not leave you orphaned. 
One: When we face an uncertain future, the Bible reminds us: 
All:   We walk by faith, not by sight. 
One: When we are scared and anxious, we hear your whisper, 
All:   Be not afraid, for I am with you. 
One: We come to this time of worship remembering the promises of our God,  
        strengthened in hope and saturated with holy Love. 
All:   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Mental Health Sunday (Written by Brigit Stevens) 
(Eastertide Service 2020,  A worship service created by the Council of Conference Ministers of    
   the United Church of Christ)
     During the month of May in the United Church of Christ, we honor Mental Health Sunday. This year it is marked as May 17th. We honor and celebrate our siblings in Christ who struggle with mental illness. Individuals caught in the grip of mental illness are all around us. They are our friends, our coworkers, our family members, our parishioners. They are us. They, we, are beautiful in our gifts—our love, our talents, our wisdom, our play. And then they, we, are not so lovely. We are needy or angry, withdrawn or unreliable, demanding, ungrateful, or unendingly sad. And they, we, are beloved children of God, just the way we are. 
     In the United Church of Christ we embrace three core values: God’s continuing testament, extending extravagant welcome, and changing lives. All three of these values are lived out well as we affirm that mental health and wellness are components of human health and wellness. And then, we create practices, advocate for policies, and seek out leadership, not just inclusion, that ends stigma around mental illness and supports holistic approaches to health and wellness. Welcome to worship. May you be blessed in your whole being by the gifts and graces of God offered here.
Music – Hymn # 469 – “Lord of All Hopefulness”  (all verses)
Prayer of Confession 
All: God of mercy, there are so many times in our lives when we feel alone. We wonder where you are. We cry out to you in our confusion, pain, and hurt. And when you do not immediately grant the prayers of our cries, we begin to doubt that you even care or exist. Stop us from going down this path of doubt. Help us look around and find the many ways in which you have blessed our lives. Forgive us when we are so quick to doubt and so arrogant in our demands of your responses. Give us a spirit of patience and willingness to be ready to hear your voice. Strengthen us for the ministries of love and hope that you have placed before us. Hear now our silent confessions. (silence is kept)

Assurance of Forgiveness
One: Even in the midst of doubt and darkness, the light of God is shining in you, on you, and through you. Out of God’s great love, you have been redeemed and made whole. Rejoice, beloved of God! 
All: Amen.

Passing of the Peace 

“God’s Spirit is Always with You” (a reading based on John 14:15-21)
Children’s Message

Today’s Message

Solo – “You Say”  (see attached lyrics)                              sung by Morgan Taylor

Offering – Like God’s love, our generosity cannot be contained by the Coronavirus. Instead our generosity is can be abundant even during this pandemic because of who and whose we are. I invite you at this time to consider ways to express your thankfulness for your blessings by giving of your time and talents in new ways in this time of social distancing.  I also ask you to consider how you will offer your tithes and offerings to support the ministry of our church at this time as well – some options are: on-line giving available through our website or your smartphone, mail check in weekly or set aside your offering each week until we can meet again in the building. 

Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
     
Music – Hymn # 716      “God Be with You” (all verses)

Benediction   
May the love of God be the passion in your heart.
May the joy of God be your strength when times are hard .
And may the presence of God give you peace that overflows.
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Amen.   
  
Three Fold Amen   

Postlude 
 
*Portions of this worship were adapted from “Eastertide Service 2020,  A worship service created by the Council of Conference Ministers of the United Church of Christ“; ministrymatters.com”, “Reworship/www.lifein liturgy”; Seasons of the Spirit, faithandworship.com.



























"You Say"
I keep fighting voices in my mind that say I'm not enough
Every single lie that tells me I will never measure up
Am I more than just the sum of every high and every low?
Remind me once again just who I am because I need to know
Ooh oh

You say I am loved when I can't feel a thing
You say I am strong when I think I am weak
And You say I am held when I am falling short
And when I don't belong, oh You say I am Yours
And I believe, (I) oh I believe (I)
What You say of me (I)
I believe

The only thing that matters now is everything You think of me
In You I find my worth, in You I find my identity
Ooh oh

You say I am loved when I can't feel a thing
You say I am strong when I think I am weak
And You say I am held when I am falling short
When I don't belong, oh You say I am Yours
And I believe, (I) oh I believe (I)
What You say of me (I)
Oh, I believe

Taking all I have and now I'm laying it at your feet
You have every failure God, You have every victory
Ooh oh

You say I am loved when I can't feel a thing
You say I am strong when I think I am weak
You say I am held when I am falling short
When I don't belong, oh You say I am Yours
And I believe, (I) oh I believe (I)
What You say of me (I)
I believe

Oh I believe, oh, Yes I believe, oh, What You say of me, Oh I believe
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