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Music
Welcome to Virtual Worship 
Prelude
Call to Worship     
[bookmark: _GoBack]One: God scatters the seeds of reconciliation and love, and waits….
All:   So much of it lands on flat pathways or rocky roads and won’t take  
         root….
One: God scatters the seeds of healing and hope, and waits….
All:   Shallowness and fear claim the seeds and they cannot live.
One: God scatters the seeds of redemption and peace, and waits….
All:   These are the places of deep growth where the seed will cast down 
         strong roots.
One: Welcome this day to a seed-scattering station!
All:   May our hearts be the rich soil in which God’s love takes root. Amen.

Opening Prayer 
All:  O God, we gather together in your presence with expectation and
        hungry for an encounter with you, eager to hear Your Word. Open our 
        eyes and ears to the presence of your Holy Spirit. May the seeds of your  
        Word that are scattered among us this morning fall on fertile soil. May 
        they take root in our hearts and lives, and produce an abundant harvest 
        of good words and deeds. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. 
        Amen.

Music – Hymn # 650 – “Rejoice in the Lord Always”  (2 times)
Prayer of Confession
One: Almighty God, You have set before us a path, but we have wandered on our own to try to find our way. Sometimes we are like toddlers and we hear your call and come back. Other times, we are children testing boundaries, ignoring your call until fear finally makes us look back. And still other times we are full of youthful rebellion, demanding to be cut loose and set free, not knowing how much we still need to seek Your wisdom and guidance. But most of all, too often we think we are adults and have figured it all out and know our own way, only to stumble and stray. (con’t)


All: Remind us, parental God, that we are always your children, that we are never fully grown up in your sight, that we always have much to learn. Help us to seek You every day, to acknowledge that we need your wisdom and guidance, and help us to return to the path and walk with You. In the name of Christ, who is our companion on this journey of faith, we pray. Amen.

Words of Assurance
One: God tends us in steadfast love. 
       In Christ, God has sown the seed of forgiveness in our lives. 
All:  Thanks be to God! Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Scripture Lessons                                                                 read by Morgan Taylor
   Romans 8:1-11 (NRSV) 
   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (The Voice)
 
Children’s Message                                                                         by Vicki Troxell                                                 

Today’s Message         

Music – Hymn # 466         “Take My Life and Let It Be” (all verses)       

Offering – As we offer our gifts and talents and very lives in this moment, may we become imitators of our Gracious God, who holds nothing back from us, but is generous and gracious with all that is given to us. Remembering that, I invite you at this time to consider ways to express your thankfulness for all that God provides by giving of your time and talents in new ways in this time. I also ask you to consider how you will offer your tithes and offerings to support the ministry of our church at this time as well – some options are: on-line giving available through our website or your smartphone, mail check in weekly or set aside your offering each week and mail it in monthly. Thank you.
Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
     
Music – Hymn # 571      “Christ You Call Us All to Service” (all verses)

Benediction   
The time of our gathering has come to an end. Go, from this time of worship to be God’s people; people of love, grace and truth. May God— Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—fit you for every good work to the glory of God’s name. Amen.

Three Fold Amen  
 
Postlude 
 
* Portions of this worship service were adapted from “Seasons of the Spirit”, “Ministry Matters/Worship Connection” 
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