[bookmark: _GoBack]Salem United Church of Christ Moorestown
Church Office (610) 759-1652 – www.salemuccbathpa.org
Pastor Kaye Lentz, (610)217-0041, email:SalemPastor2218@yahoo.com
Lisa Abruzzese, Organist/Choir Director, (610) 217-4234
Ministers of the Church – Every Member of Salem UCC
July 26, 2020  


Music
Welcome to Virtual Worship 
Prelude
Call to Worship     
One: Give thanks to God and call on God’s name.
All:   Sing to God; sing praises to God!
One: Make known God’s deeds among the people.
All:   Sing to God; sing praises to God!
One: Seek God’s presence and God’s strength.
All:   Sing to God; sing praises to God!
One: Let us worship our God, for God is faithful.

Opening Prayer 
All:  Our gracious and ever loving God, we come in the midst of summer
        looking for refreshment. We rest in the knowledge of the wonderful   
        works you have done for us, and of the deep and abiding love you have 
        for us and for all God’s people. Search our hearts. Fill our soul with your 
        indwelling Spirit who whispers to our soul that all will be well if we but 
        trust in you. Shine your light before us, that we may see our path to you 
        and to your kingdom on earth. Amen.

Music – Hymn # 59 – “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  (all verses)
Prayer of Confession
All: We pause this morning, O God, with heavy hearts. We live in the midst of  
       great and abiding love, but also in the midst of disunity and division. May 
       we be found faithful in all we do. May we speak the truth in love and live 
       lives of love each day. Too often we seek you in the spectacular and the 
       spiritual realm. May we see the many signs of your kingdom in the 
       everyday, ordinary things of life: in mustard seeds, yeast, treasures in 
       fields, and fish gathered in nets. May we be able to answer with a 
       resounding “yes” when asked if we have understood your teachings and    
       your call. Amen.



Words of Assurance
One: When we pray, and when we are not sure how to pray, the Spirit intercedes for us
        with sighs too deep for words. Know that no matter what, nothing, absolutely    
        nothing can ever separate us from God’s presence and God’s love.
All:   Thanks be to God! Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Today’s Gospel Lesson   Romans 8:26-39 - Matthew 13:31-33, 44-48, 51-52
                                                                                               Read by Bruce Roth

Children’s Message                                                                           by Vicki Troxell                                                                                                                                        

Today’s Message         

Music – Hymn # 349 – “Seek Ye First”  (all verses)
Offering – In our lesson from Romans today, Paul reminds us that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God. Remembering that, I invite you at this time to consider ways to express your thankfulness for all that God provides by giving of your time and talents in new ways in this time. I also ask you to consider how you will offer your tithes and offerings to support the ministry of our church at this time as well – some options are: on-line giving available through our website or your smartphone, mail check in weekly or set aside your offering each week and mail it in monthly. Thank you.
Offering Response – “Offering”                               by Andra Moran and Ben Harper
                                               *used with permission from Convergence Music Project
Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors)
     
Music – Hymn # 581     “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” (verses 1, 2 and 4)

Benediction   
        With a song of praise on your lips,
        With the love of God in your hearts,
        With a commitment to usher in God’s kingdom,
        With all that you are and all you can be, go forth with God.
        Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.

Three Fold Amen   - 
Postlude  
* Portions of this worship service were adapted from “Ministry Matters/Worship Connection”.
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