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Music
Welcome to Virtual Worship          
Prelude
Call to Worship     
One: Welcome this day to a celebration of God’s magnificent creation!
All:   Thanks be to God, the Creator, who has loaned to us such a beautiful planet.
One: Welcome this day to a recognition of God’s redeeming love!
All:   Thanks to God, the Redeemer, who has given us God’s only Son as our Example and Teacher, Our Savior and Redeemer!
One: Welcome this day to the joy of God’s Holy Spirit of truth and power!
All:   Thanks to God, the Sustainer, who walks with us every day, guiding and guarding our steps. Amen.

Opening Prayer 
All: God of many blessings, you speak to us through the earth. We hear you in the mountains, in the dance of life, suffering, joy, death, and new life, and in our innermost hearts. You were there when the stars burst forth, you have lived among us, and you are with us now. Help us to hear and care for your beloved earth and its creatures and our neighbors in every place. Amen.

Music – Hymn # 136 – “Holy, Holy, Holy”  (verses 1 and 4) 
Prayer of Confession 
One: Holy God, we were created in your image, an image of mutuality and respect for  
        one another; an image of a dance ever moving, ever in tune with you and one  
        another; an image of community with shared blessing and mission. You have 
        given us dominion over the work of your hands. You have charged us to be 
        fruitful and multiply, to make disciples of all nations.
All:   Forgive us God; we have denied our purpose.




One: We have abused the earth’s resources for our own selfish gain and the  
        consequences wreak havoc upon the fish of the sea, the birds of the air and every 
        living thing that moves upon the earth.
All:   Forgive us God; we have defiled your image. 
One: We have regarded some of your children as “other” and therefore, beyond the 
        reach of your love and care because their professed faith in you, or lack thereof,
        is different from our own.
All:   Forgive us God; for we have sinned. Hear now our silent confessions.  (Silence is kept)

Assurance of Forgiveness
One: God desires to see broken relationships restored and God has heard our prayer. In 
        the name of Jesus the Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we are forgiven.
All:   Thanks be to God.
Passing of the Peace 

Scripture Lessons:
   Psalm 8                                                                              read by Morgan Taylor
   Scripture as Script
        Adaptation of Genesis 1:1-2:4a                     read by Vicki Troxell and Bruce Roth
     
Children’s Message

Today’s Message

Music – Hymn # 40 – “For the Beauty of the Earth”  (verses 1 thru 3)
Offering – There is so much beauty in the world that God has provided for us. In the sky, in the waters, on the earth and in each other we have received so many blessings. I invite you at this time to consider ways to express your thankfulness for all these blessings by giving of your time and talents in new ways in this time. I also ask you to consider how you will offer your tithes and offerings to support the ministry of our church at this time as well – some options are: on-line giving available through our website or your smartphone, mail check in weekly or set aside your offering each week until we can meet again in the building. 

Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
     
Music – Hymn # 541      “Church of God, Elect and Glorious” (verses 1 and 4)



Benediction   
Go forth with empowered joy to work for and with ministries of peace with justice. Be the good stewards of the earth and its people that God has called you to be. Amen.  

Three Fold Amen   

Postlude 
 
*Portions of this worship were adapted from “ministrymatters.com,  Seasons of the Spirit, UCC worship ways.
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